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Introduction

Today more and more people are interested in studying foreign languages. In my view,
studying abroad is a great experience and its benefits are indisputable. Thus, foreign
student exchange programs are a great way for students world-wide to experience life in
another country.

Pros and Cons of studying abroad

Pros (+) Cons (-)

e It makes you smarten up

e It will teach you the value of money e You may feel homesick or out of
e The amount of things you'll learn is place

overwhelming e It is not cheap
e You' ll meet amazing people e Language barrier

e The experience itself it's so worth it

1. Advantages

As | said, studying abroad is a valuable experience. If you have a chance to go to foreign
country you should catch it at full speed.

To begin with, as a student residing, you are totally immersed in the language both in
and outside of school. You have to carry out all daily activities like awareness of traffic
signs and road regulations, asking for directions or socializing with native people in the
target language. Besides, if you live with a host family you will definitely improve your
conversational skills because you avoid speaking you mother's tongue. You watch films,
listen to music and carry out regular tasks in the language of the host country.
Additionally, all school subjects are taught in a foreign language.
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As for other advantages, you become more self-disciplined because you have to shoulder
lots of duties such as planning expenses and doing chores around the house. Besides,
studying abroad is an unforgettable cultural experience. By meeting new people from
around the world one will be able to know more about different ideologies, faiths, cultures
and ways of life. So, it is a splendid opportunity to make new friends.

Countries like United States of America and United Kingdom provide high education
standards that are considered to be prestigious. Moreover, a lot of job opportunities open
to students.

1.

Disadvantages

However, studying abroad has some drawbacks. Firstly, it may be stressful for children as
they have to live apart from their family. Secondly, they may experience language barrier
problems. For example, if a person enters university in his native country he will not have
language problems. That's why students should be able to speak in the language of a
host country, at least, on a basic level.

1.

My opinion

Personally, | think that if a person has a real wish to study abroad, then he will find ways
to cope with stress.

It is important to remember, that studying abroad is never easy. It requires hard work
and a lot of effort. However the reward is the future of excellent opportunities.

1.

Conclusion

Taking into consideration all mentioned above, international student exchange is,
undoubtedly, beneficial for all schoolchildren, despite the fact that native education
seems to be a good option. However, it is very important to decide whether or not you
really want to study abroad, away from your family and friends, and adjust to unfamiliar



customs, culture and environment.
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